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Dear Client,

With 2016 on our doorstep, time comes 
again for our end-of-year newsletter. 

This year the tax plan for 2016 has been 
delayed by uncertain support in the higher 
house where the coalition government has 

no majority. The final vote in the ‘Eerste 
Kamer’ will take place on 15th December. 

We will keep you up to date with the latest 
developments on our website.

The discussed tax proposals therefore have 
a somewhat provisional character and may 
yet be subject to changes. Although a total 

tax revision is not included in the plans, 
the box 3 (wealth) tax will be reformed 

substantially. This change is however 
scheduled for 2017 and therefore could be 

subject to further changes in due course.

In this newsletter you will find articles about 
the tax plans for 2016 and the related tax 

saving opportunities. Please note however, 
that these articles are only general and may 

not be applicable in your situation. Please 
contact us for tailored advice or a further 

explanation.

Please also visit our new website! 
www.suurmond-taxconsultants.com 

J.C. Suurmond & zn. Tax 
consultants

Trusted advisors since 1986
Untaxing taxes!

PS. As per 9th December a new amendment 
has been submitted to the tax plan; with 

this amendment, approval of the tax plan 
seems quite certain. The latest changes are 

yet processed in this newsletter.
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After the exemption measure during 
2013 and 2014 for Gift Tax, now a more 
permanent facility is worked out. The tax 
plan provides for a new exemption from 1st 
January 2017 of €100.000,-- if this is used 
for a property which is first residence of the 
receiver. Also a house in another country 
can qualify for this exemption. As before 
this exemption can only be used once in 
a life time. Earlier exempted gifts will be 
deducted from the maximum € 100.000,-
-. The gift may be applied both within or 
without family relations as long as the 
receiver is between the age of 18 and 40. 
The gift may also be spread over 3 years. 
In order to make use of the exemption 
you will have to declare the gift with a gift 
tax return. As it may involve substantial 
amounts we would recommend to contact 
an advisor to make sure the exemption 
applies. 

EXPAT/INDIVIDUAL

Amnesty ruling
The amnesty ruling (‘inkeerregeling’) 
continues to be in the news. This ruling 
gives persons with undeclared assets the 
opportunity to put this right with the tax 
authorities. From July 1st, 2015 onward a 
fine applies of 60% over the tax which is 
due. The tax authorities are still actively 
searching for undeclared accounts. A 
general request of the Tax Office to a Swiss 
bank regarding Dutch bank account holders 
was approved by the Swiss authorities 
earlier this year. 

Therefore we strongly recommend to 
contact our office if you are unsure as to 
whether a Dutch or foreign asset, bank 
account, real estate, shares etc. should be 
included in your Dutch tax return. If the tax 
authorities notice that you have undeclared 
foreign bank accounts you cannot make use 
of the amnesty ruling anymore and a fine of 
up to 300% will apply. 

Foreign assets do not have to be declared 
when you are a non-domestic tax payer 
(C-form) or if the 30%-ruling applies. 
Please note that from termination of 
the 30%-ruling onwards you are usually 
classified as a domestic tax payer that has 
to declare worldwide income and wealth.

http://www.suurmond-taxconsultants.com
http://www.suurmond-taxconsultants.com


Further points:
• RDA deduction for research and 

development will be integrated with 
the WBSO facility in the Wages Tax from 
2016.

• Consider to have your (studying) child 
which you are supporting financially on 
the payroll of your business; up to € 7.000 
income this is tax free.

The VAR 
abolished
Self-employed persons often use a VAR 
declaration (Verklaring arbeidsrelatie) to have 
certainty that their income is seen as business 
profit and your ‘employer’ does not need to 
withhold Wages Tax and premiums. From April 
2016 the VAR will be replaced by a contract 
between you as self- employed person and 
your customer which should prove that your 
relation is not seen as employment. The Tax 
Office has provided model contracts.

These model contracts only give certainty to 
your customer/employer that they will not 
have to withhold wages tax and premiums. It 
does not give clarity whether your income will 
also be regarded as business profit, with its 
tax facilities. This will only be the case when 
the Income Tax return is finalised. Therefore 
the (model) contract is more in the interest of 
your customers; you are not obliged to use a 
contract either.

BUSINESS / CORPORATE

Private use tax on 
vehicles
Coming years the private use tax on company 
vehicles will be increased further for vehicles 
with low emissions. Eventually a general rate of 
22% will apply for most vehicles and a low rate 
of 4% for zero emission vehicles. If you still buy 
a car with low private use rate this year (for 
example various hybrid cars have a 7% rate), 
you can still take advantage of this low rate for 
the next 5 years.

• Move substantial payments planned 
in January 2015 to December 2014 to 
save on box 3-levy; this also includes tax 
payments;

• If you are a non-domestic tax payer, it is 
only possible to opt for domestic taxation 
in the tax return if, amongst others, your 
Dutch income exceeds 90% of your total 
income.

• In case you own a holiday home in 
France, you may be able to claim back 
some local taxes, as they are declared 
discriminating by the high court.

• Cluster deductible expenses such as 
charitable gifts or health expenses into 

The tax plan includes a substantial change 
in the box 3 levy over your assets from 
beginning 2017. Currently the box 3 
levy is 30% over a notional return of 4%, 
which means an effective rate of 1,2% on 
the assets. As on many saving accounts 
this percentage is not even reached with 
interest there has been much criticism and 
continuing appeal procedures. 

The suggested changes provide for different 
notional income percentages:
• 2,9% on assets from € 25.000 to € 

100.000 (effective rate 0,87% compared 
with current 1,2%)

• 4,7% on assets from 100.000 to 
1.000.000 (ditto 1,41%)

• 5,5% on assets exceeding € 1.000.000 
(ditto 1,65%)

Each year the percentages will be 
determined on the basis of relevant market 
information on interest and investment 
results. This method seeks to align box 3 
taxation to actual yields. The tax free base 
will be increased to € 25.000. Up to a capital 
of € 250.000 (and double for partners) the 
new plans will be more favourable. Higher 
capital amounts will be faced with an 
increased tax burden. The latest amendment 
also provides for a saving in 2016: the tax 
free sum will be increased with € 3.000.

Further points:Box 3 (wealth) 
tax changes one year as much as possible. The expenses 

will then earlier lead to actual tax deduction 
as the threshold will only apply once.

• The box 1 income tax rate in the 2nd and 
3rd tax bracket will be reduced with 1,6% 
to 40,4%. The range of the 3rd bracket is 
also expanded with almost € 9.000; the 
maximum tax rate of 52% therefore only 
cuts in at a higher income. Various levy 
rebates will be increased too.

• Maintenance expenses of historical listed 
houses are tax deductible. Also listed 
buildings in other countries may now apply 
for tax deduction as long as they have a link 
with Dutch cultural heritage.

Do you have any further
questions? Do you wish to make
an appointment? Please do not
hesitate to contact us.
taxadvice@jcsuurmond.nl

Emigrating 
shareholders
Measures are taken that a substantial 
shareholder can no longer avoid Dutch income 
tax on the shareholding after emigrating. 
Persons with their own BV company had a 
possibility of avoiding the box 2 tax claim, 
especially after 10 years after emigration.  


